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Background 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognises the interlinked nature of the 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). The principle of Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development (PCSD) is explicitly 

included as target 17.14 of the 2030 Agenda. The concept of PCSD entails taking account of inter-generational 

and transboundary impacts of our policies, i.e. how policies affect future generations and other countries. 

The PCSD is gaining traction in the 2030 Agenda implementation and is increasingly referred to in the 

discussions. Various coordination mechanisms are being established to improve synergies. The European 

Union, as well as some of its Member States, have been championing policy coherence for over a decade. 

During the previous Finnish Presidency of the EU Council in 2006 set in motion a biannual EU reporting on 

Policy Coherence for Development which has continued since. 

At the same time, countries and regions are developing and setting up monitoring and accountability 

frameworks for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. Eurostat, for example, is using its own set of 100 

indicators to track progress towards the SDGs. Likewise, in Finland a set of 40 indicators are being used to 

measure the state of sustainable development. Yet, an unsolved challenge remains in integrating the 

transboundary element of policy coherence into the monitoring and accountability frameworks for the 2030 

Agenda.  

 

Measuring spillovers and transboundary impacts 

Policies and actions in one country can have various effects across national borders. The recent Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network (SDSN) Policy Brief (Schmidt-Traub et al. 2019) identifies four categories for 

spillover effects: environmental spillovers, socio-economic spillovers, spillovers related to finance and 

governance, and security spillovers. Taking into account these different categories, SDSN has created a spillover 

scoring and ranking system, which has been included in the SDG Index and Dashboards from 2017 onwards 

http://unsdsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SDSN-Policy-Brief_International-spillovers-and-the-SDGs.pdf
http://unsdsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SDSN-Policy-Brief_International-spillovers-and-the-SDGs.pdf


 

 

(Sachs et al. 2017, 2018 & 2019). The work of the SDSN illustrates that data is available to analyse spillover 

effects but that it has been difficult for policy makers to access. 

The current SDG indicator list used by Eurostat does not include any indicators to measure the transboundary 

or spillover effects of the European Union despite the EU being one of the strongest promoters of PCSD in the 

2030 Agenda. This shortcoming should be corrected as soon as possible so that EU decision making could take 

better account of the impact that EU policies have on developing countries, in line with the article 208 of the 

Lisbon Treaty (Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, TFEU). 

 

Guiding questions for discussion: 

− How to identify the most relevant spillovers? 

− Is there data available?  

− Which spillover indicators could be included in Eurostat’s SDG report or in national indicators of the EU 

Member States? 

 

Possible policy recommendations: 

 

− The EU and its Member State should monitor its spillover effects on developing countries, and to this 

end should identify, develop and integrate spillover indicators in their SDG indicator sets. 

− The EU SDG indicators should inform the EU policy making and the implementation of the EU’s future 

sustainable development strategy. The EU Council and the European Parliament should react annually 

to Eurostat’s SDG report and guide the Commission accordingly. 
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