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Support for aid increases
and debt cancellation

The cover picture shows KEPA's campaign during the run
up to the parliamentary election in spring 2007, when can-
didates were asked to state their positions on issues related
to trade and debt. Their answers were used in a ground-
breaking internet service provided by KEPAand 16 NGOs to
help voters find candidates with views close to their own.

The scheme’s 16 questions challenged candidates to
consider issues from security and international taxation to
gender equality and trade policies. Answers were obtained
from more than half of all candidates (1,700 respondents)
including two-thirds of those eventually elected.

The responses showed that almost nine out of ten candi-
dates wanted to raise Finland’s official development aid to
the UN-recommended level of 0.7% of gross national prod-
uct by 2015 at the latest. All of the MPs wanted to reduce
developing countries’ current debt burden of more than
two billion euros. One in three were ready to completely
cancel such debts to enable developing countries to con-
centrate on reducing poverty rather than debt repayment.

The voters’ website supported NGOs’ efforts to encourage
Finnish politicians to do more to help eliminate poverty.
The website received around 40,000 visitors.

NEW DEVELOPMENT
POLICY PROGRAMME
PROVES
CONTROVERSIAL
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Political campaigning and
internal changes at KEPA




KEPA's election campaign urged the incoming Finnish government to do more to heal our ailing world.

Poverty can be ended

KEPA's lobbying work peaked to coincide with the spring
parliamentary elections, aiming to focus attention on
globalissues. Campaigners strove to remind everyone that
poverty is not an irresistible natural force like a tsunami,
but a socio-economic phenomenon that can be combated.

KEPA sent every candidate a "first aid package for healing
the world”, explaining how global issues affect Finland and
how people in Finland can act to help ease global prob-
lems.

Afull house at Helsinki University’s Old Student Hall
enjoyed a lively panel debate featuring representatives of
KEPA, the Finnish Institute of International Affairs and the
UN Association of Finland. The debate covered subjects
ranging from aid funding to security.

Election candidates were also forced to consider global
issues when responding to a questionnaire prepared by
KEPA and 16 other NGOs, focusing on issues including im-

TRADE AGREEMENTS IN
FOCUS IN ZAMBIA

migration, climate change and trade policies.

More than half of all candidates responded, and their
answers were used in a special website designed to help
voters find candidates with views similar to their own.

The campaign culminated in a publicity stunt organised
outside Helsinki’s House of Estates, where the incoming
government was being formed. Campaigners called for the
inclusion of desperately needed cures for an ailing world,
such as fair trade policies and higher aid levels, in the new
government’s programme.

Politicians and NGOs alike praised the campaign for its
fresh visual images and clear slogans. The campaign was
supported by the efforts of lobbyists in the “Globbarit”
network who questioned candidates and organised panel
discussions all around Finland.

WWW.KEPA.FI / VAALIT2007
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GGLOBBARIT
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Intense lobbying of the new Finnish government

Finnish parliamentarians and ordinary citizens interested in
development issues met at a mass lobbying event outside
Parliament House in May, to welcome in the new Finnish
government. The event, organised by KEPA's “globbarit”
global issues lobbying network gained good media cover-
age. Members of Parliament were given cards listing pos-
sible concrete actions, and asked to tick those promises on
which they would be committed to act during their period
in office. The MPs were not asked to work miracles, but just
to act consistently in key policy issues.

The most widely accepted commitments concerned
ensuring that Finnish aid would grow and become more
effective. More than half of MP respondents promised to
account for climate change in their decisions.

These promises will form the basis of lobbyists’ cam-
paigning work during the period 2007-2011. MPs’ actual

LOBBYING ON
GLOBAL ISSUES

actions will be monitored and given point scores on a
special chart on the Globbarit network’s website
(www.globbarit.fi/edustajaseuranta).

In autumn the lobbyists reminded MPs of the urgency

of development issues through a stunt involving water
bottles. At the end of the year MPs received postcards by
e-mail calling for a full parliamentary hearing on the new
development policy programme.

The Globbarit network was set up in 2006 to link active
NGOs and citizens and help them shape public opinion and
influence politicians through various campaigns, stunts,
publicity work and direct contacts with MPs.

WWW.GLOBBARIT.FI




Record crowd at the
World Village Festival

The 8th World Village Festival, held in May 2007, attracted
a total of 70,000 people to Helsinki’s Kaisaniemi Park. At-
tendance on Saturday was only 20,000, due to rain, but on
Sunday a festival record crowd of 50,000 came out to enjoy
a typical mix of exotic foods and world musicin a truly
international atmosphere.

The festival’s publicity events also attracted crowds, espe-
cially a climate change panel debate involving Finland’s
new Minister for Foreign Trade and Development, Paavo
Vayrynen.The most popular musical performers were the
Peruvian band La Sarita, the Finnish singer Kari Tapio, and
the final act Ska Cubano.

The World Village Festival has now consolidated its place in
the calendar marking the beginning of the Finnish outdoor
festival season. The event aims to increase awareness of
problems related to world poverty while also enabling
people to enjoy multicultural experiences. The festival is
co-ordinated by KEPA with help from three hundred par-
ticipating NGOs, educational institutes, museums, public
authorities and businesses.

WWW.MAAILMAKYLASSA.FI

A World Village record crowd enjoyed a show by veteran Finnish crooner Kari Tapio.
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KEPA's “Make a promise” campaign was represented at Markets of
Possibilities events by secretary for member services Sanna Rekola.

GIVE YOUR TIME FOR
VOLUNTEER WORK
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Children first in 2007

In 2007 a record number of 20 Finnish towns hosted KEPA's
“Markets of Possibilities” events. The two towns new to
the network are Porvoo and Pori. Events were organised
around a common theme: children and impoverishment.
Related issues were highlighted in Torisanomat —a new
newspaper published specially for these events.

Children were actively involved in many ways. Turku held
a fair play football tournament; kids in Hyvinkaa donated
toys for children in developing countries; and in Tampere
local kids made their own drawings and admired pic-
tures drawn by Zambian children. Oulu organised a panel
discussion for adults on “Children’s dreams in Finland and
Zambia”, with the participation of Savior Mwambwa from
Zambia. A question and answer session on children’s rights
was held in Porvoo.

Local media picked up on the theme well in many towns.
Oulun Sanomat, for instance, stressed that children are
powerless to affect the local or international processes that
result in poverty, even though they are the ones who suffer
most from the consequences.

The whole Markets of Possibilities network was awarded
the Prometheus Prize for 2007. This prize is awarded every
two years to individuals or organizations who success-
fully teach young people how to be critical, respect other
people, and enjoy life, while also taking responsibility for
the wider world.

Markets of Possibilities are free events organised for people

of all ages by local NGOs and other parties. One of their key
aimsis toincrease awareness of global development issues.

WWW.MAHDOLLISUUKSIENTORI.FI




ETVO Finnish Volunteer Programme rejuvenated

KEPA's Finnish Volunteer Programme (ETVO) was reshaped
in 2006 away from being mainly a cultural exchange
programme to give more support to the work of KEPA's
member organisations in the South.

From now on suitable volunteers will be sent to work in
Asia, Africa or Latin America with local NGOs who have
partner organisations in Finland.

The programme thus aims to maximise the benefits gained
by southern NGOs, and also help to build up North-South
dialogue between the NGOs involved after the volunteers
return. This enables Finnish NGOs to benefit in the longer
term from the valuable experiences gained by volunteers
during their postings.

Johanna Zimmerman at work in Peru on an ETVO project.

Volunteer participants gain a priceless personal insight into
development issues and the practical work of NGOs. ETVO
received applications from almost 50 would-be volunteers
in 2007, about ten more than in the previous year. Most of
the applicants were women. Over half wished to work in
Asia, and Africa was the least popular region among ap-
plicants.

The number of NGOs in the scheme increased during 2007
to 15. Newly involved organisations include an Ecuadorian
fair trade banana co-operative and a scheme for educating
child-workers in Nepal.

A total of 28 volunteers were accepted for active service,
aged from 21 to 65.

WWW.ETVO.FI
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Training on nutrition was organised in Mozambique.

Training on vital issues related to poverty

Training is a vital aspect of KEPA's work as the service centre
for Finnish development NGOs. Members also benefit from
valuable advice on how to organise projects. KEPA provides
skills and knowledge to help course participants work bet-
ter for global justice both in Finland and overseas. Training
is most often provided for KEPA's smaller member organisa-
tions and for their partners in the South.

Training was provided in 2007 on three continents, through
KEPA's field offices in Africa and Latin America as well as
in Finland. Subjects range from project administration to
international education. The most popular courses at field
offices concerned lobbying. In Finland there was plenty
of demand for courses designed to support NGOs’ devel-
opment co-operation projects. More courses would also
be needed in the fields of international education and
development education. KEPA arranges tailored courses for
specific NGOs as well as open courses.

KEPA has always striven to use training to build and
strengthen North-South partnerships.In an attempt to

LOBBYING IN MOSAMBIQUE

break away from the conventional model, which has invari-
ably involved experts from the North teaching learners
from the South, KEPA is increasingly using expert trainers
from the South on courses held in Finland.

Web-based courses can also create living dialogues unre-
strained by conventional hierarchies. KEPA's Helsinki head
office and field offices have jointly drawn up tailor-made
training and consulting plans for interested organisations
to support their partnerships.

During 2007 KEPA's training was expanded to include
courses on how NGOs’ own organisational structures can
be strengthened. New training packages were also devised
covering NGO’s development projects, activities and part-
nerships.

WWW.KEPA.FI/KOULUTUS

PROJECT TRAINING PROVES FRUITFUL
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Changes out in the field

The structure of KEPA's field operations in the South was
reassessed in 2007. Operations are to be expanded in Asia
to complement KEPA's two remaining field offices in Africa
(Mozambique and Tanzania) and one in Latin America
(Nicaragua). A new field office will open during 2008 in the
Mekong region of South-East Asia, as recommended by a
special report.

KEPA's field office in Zambia was closed, in accordance with
a decision made by the KEPA Board in October 2006; but a
project adviser will remain posted in Zambia, and a part-

nership with a local NGO working on development policy
issues will continue until the end of 2009.

KEPA has worked in Zambia since our first field office in the
South was set up in Lusaka in1987.1n the early years activi-
ties were run by KEPA's Finnish Volunteer Service. In 1996
the volunteer programme was replaced by a partnership
programme designed to support the growth of Zambian
civil society and promote collaboration between Finnish
and Zambian NGOs.

More recently KEPA's work in Zambia has concentrated on
providing services for Finnish and local NGOs. KEPA has
also been actively involved in development policy dia-
logues with Zambian organizations,aiming to highlight the
needs of civil society.

KEPA's work in Zambia has changed greatly since the
Finnish Volunteer Service programme of the 1980s.

l A NEW BOARD FOR KEPA
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USAGE OF BUDGETED FUNDS BY REGION

2007
Asian office 30 407
Indonesia o

. Mosambique 452 220

. Zambia 399 861

. Tanzania 265377

B nicaragua 389 931

. Helsinki 3279 487
Total 4 817 283

Activities in the South 1537796
Activities in Finland 3279 487

Total 4 817 283

USAGE OF BUDGETED FUNDS BY ACTIVITY

Vital services for member organisations 646 968 (13%)

175 (15%)

Programme development 181 663 (4%)
Management 616 620 (13%)

. Administration 1475 232 (31%)
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Increasing awareness of global issues within civil society 719

Lobbying and influencing development policies 775 068 (16%) 15%

Communications and publicity 402 556 (8%)

KEPA in numbers - 2007

KEPA's budget for the first year of our new programme totaled almost
5.1 million euros, but more than 300,000 euros of this sum remained
unused — due to factors including a rapid staff turnover and consequent
staff shortages, the lower than expected cost of closing the Zambian
field office, and delays in implementing certain planned actions.

Zambia 8%

\

Tanzania 6%

Nicaragua 8%

Mosambique 9%

Asian office 1%

Helsinki 68%




Aarambh Association - Abilis-saatio « ADRA Finland + AEDA aide a I'enfance de favorisée d"Afrique ry - Afra-kodin kummit ry « Africans and African-
Europeans’Association ry « Afrikka Keskus ry « AIESEC-Suomi ry « Alternative Initiative for Bangladesh AIBD ry « Arabikansojen ystavyysseura « Association Des
Femmes Chretiennes en Finland — AFECFI DORCAS ry (2007) + Attac ry « Autismi- ja Aspergerliitto ry « Better Life World Wide — BLWW ry (2007) « Cameroon
Cultural and Development Association in Finland « CRASH - Coalition for Research and Action for Social Justice and Human Dignity « David Livingstone -seura
ry - The Finnish Society for International Health « Devaid ry - DODO ry - Dofin ry « Elinpiiri Ry « Elamantapaliitto ry - Emmaus Aurinkotehdas ry « Emmaus Hel-
sinki/Emmaus Helsingfors « Emmaus Jokioinen ry « Emmaus Kuopio-Siilinjarvi ry « Espoon vietnamilais-suomalainen yhdistys ry « Etiopialaisten Yhdistys
Suomessa - Etnia ry « Evankelis-luterilainen Lahetysyhdistys KYLVAJA ry « Fida International ry « Filha ry « Filippiinit-seura ry « Finnish Up With People Alumni
Association ry (2007) « Finnwid - Naiset Kehitystydssa ry « Frikyrklig samverkan FS rf. « Forbundet de utvecklingsstordas val « Gannaane ry « Ghana Union «
Finland GUF - Globaali sosiaalityo ry « Helsingin diakonissalaitos « Helsingin Kehitysmaakauppayhdistys ry « Horn Organisation for Peace and Democracy ry
HOPD (2007) + Hyvinkddn kehitysmaayhdistys - Hdmeenlinnan Maailmankauppayhdistys ry « lisalmen Nuorison Tuki ry « Indonesia-seura « Inkerikeskus ry
(2007) « Interpedia ry « Invalidiliitto ry « Julkisten ja hyvinvointialojen liitto JHL « Jyvaskylan kehitysmaayhdistys ry « Kaapatut Lapset ry « Kambodzhan lasten
puolesta « Kambodzhan ystavyysseura « Kansainvalinen orpojen avustusyhdistys IOAA ry « Kansainvdlinen Solidaarisuussaatio « Kansainvalinen vapaaehtois-
tyd ry « Kansalaisjarjestdjen ihmisoikeus saatio, KIOS (2007) « Kansalliset Maahanmuuttajat KAMUT ry « Kansan Sivistystyon Liitto KSL ry « Kassandra ry -
Kasvattajat Rauhan Puolesta ry « Kehitysmaatutkimuksen laitos « Kehitysmaayhdistys Indigo ry « Kehitysmaayhdistys Paaskyt ry - U-landsforeningen Svalorna
rf « Kehitysmaayhdistys Tasajako ry « Kehitysvammaliitto ry « KehyApu Ystavat ry - Keravan Kehitysmaayhdistys « Keski-Aasian kansojen yhdistys Julduz ry
(2007) « Keskustan Opiskelijaliitto KOL « Kirkon Ulkomaanapu « Kulttuurien kumppanuus - Kulturernas kamratskap KuKu ry « Kulttuuriyhdistys Agora ry « Kult-
tuuriyhdistys Gepardi ry « Kulturféreningen Etnokult kulttuuriyhdistys / Faces « Kuopion Kehitysmaayhdistys Juutti ry « Kuulonhuoltoliitto « Kuurojen Liitto ry
« Kuurojen Lahetys - De Dovas Mission ry « Kynnys ry « Kddesta kateen - Mano a mano ry « Kdymaldaseura Huussi ry « Lastensuojelun Keskusliitto « Lasten tu-
levaisuus — Children’s Future (2007) « Liana « Lilkunnan Kehitysyhteistyo LiikKe ry « Lohjan Maailmankauppayhdistys ry - Lojo Varldsbutiksférening rf « Luonto-
Liitto ry « Ladkarin Sosiaalinen Vastuu ry « Maa- ja metsataloustuottajain Keskusliitto MTK ry « Maailman musiikin keskus « Maailman sarjakuvat - Varldens
serier ry « Maailmankauppojen liitto ry - Maailmanvaihto ry - ICYE Finland « Maan ystavat ry « MAF Finland rf « Mannerheimin Lastensuojeluliitto — MLL « Ma-
rokon Ystavat Suomessa — MYS ry (2007) - Marttaliitto ry - Martyrkyrkans vanner r.f. « Metallitydvéen Liitto ry - Mikkelin Kehitysmaayhdistys ry « Monika-Naiset
liitto ry « Monikulttuuriyhdistys Familia Club ry - Msingin ystavyysseura ry « Nakurun lapset ry « Network Institute for Global Democratization - Ngoma Moto
Ry « Niilo Maki -s4&ti6 « Njara ry « NuevoMundo ry - Nuorten Kotkain Keskusliitto - Unga Ornars Centralforbund - NKK ry « Nuorten Naisten Kristillisten Yhdis-
tysten Liitto - NNKY-Liitto « Nakévammaisten Keskusliitto ry - Operaatio Mobilisaatio ry « Operaatio Ruut ry - Opetusalan Ammattijarjestdo OAJ - Opiskelijoiden
Lahetysliitto ry « Ortodoksinen Lahetys ry « Ortodoksisen kirkon ulkomaanapu ry « Oulu-Matagalpa-Ystavyysseura ry - Palvelualojen ammattiliitto PAM ry -
PAND Taiteilijat rauhan puolesta ry « Parasta Lapsille ry « Peabud ry « Pehmean Kehityksen Rahasto « Pelastakaa Lapset ry - Radda Barnen rf. « Perennia ry « Plan
Suomi Saatio - Pohjois-Karjalan kehitysmaayhdistys ry « Pohjois-Suomen Paaskyt ry « PRO GAMBIA « Projeto amigos da Comunidade PADC ry « Psykologien
Sosiaalinen Vastuu ry « Punaisen Talon Ystavat ry - Raahen Kehitysmaayhdistys - Rauhankasvatusinstituutti ry « Reilun kaupan puolesta Repu ry - Reilun mat-
kailun yhdistys ry « Roavvenjargga sami searvi Mii rs / Rovaniemen saamelaisyhdistys Mii ry « Ruth-koti ry (2007) « Sahed ry « SHALIN Suomi ry « Silta ry « SIL-
TAKS ry « SOS-Lapsikyla ry « Sosiaalialan korkeakoulutettujen ammattijarjesto Talentia ry « Sosialidemokraattiset Nuoret ry « Sosialidemokraattiset Opiskelijat
-SONK ry « Sosiaali- ja Terveysalan Jarjestojen Tyontekijat SOTT ry (2007) « Spartacus-saatio - Suoma Sami Nuorat ry /Suomen Saamelaisnuoret ry - Suomalais-
tiibetilainen kulttuuriseura « Suomen gH-liitto « Suomen Ammattiliittojen Solidaarisuuskeskus SASK ry « Suomen Baptistiyhdyskunta, SBYK « Suomen Caritas
ry « Suomen CISV -liitto - CISV férbundet i Finland ry « Suomen Evankelisluterilainen Kansanldahetys « Suomen Inter Press Service ry  Suomen Kansanopistoyh-
distys - Finlands Folkhégskolforening « Suomen Keskustanuoret ry « Suomen Kirjastoseura - Finlands biblioteksférening ry « Suomen Kristillinen Ladkariseura
« Suomen Kristillinen Ylioppilasliitto « Suomen Kristillisdemokraattiset KD Nuoret ry « Suomen Latu « Suomen Lepraldhetys ry «+ Suomen Liikemiesten Lahe-
tysliitto ry « Suomen Lukiolaisten Liitto ry « Suomen luonnonsuojeluliitto ry « Suomen Luterilainen Evankeliumiyhdistys ry - Suomen Lahetysseura ry - Suomen
[ahi- ja perushoitajaliitto SuPer « Suomen musiikkikasvatusseura - FISME ry « Suomen NMKY:n Liitto ry « Suomen Nuorisoyhteistyo — Allianssi « Suomen Nuor-
ten ja Opiskelijoiden YK-liitto SYKLI ry « Suomen Ogadenilaisten yhdistys « Suomen oikeusfilosofinen yhdistys ry - Suomen Pakolaisapu ry « Suomen Palestiina-
laisten Siirtokuntayhdistys « Suomen Partiolaiset - Finlands Scouter ry « Suomen Pipliaseura ry « Suomen Rauhanliitto - YK-yhdistys « Suomen Rauhanpuolus-
tajat ry « Suomen Sadankomitealiitto ry « Suomen Setlementtiliitto ry « Suomen Tinku ry « Suomen UNICEF « Suomen UNIFEM ry - Finlands UNIFEM rf «
Suomen Vapaakirkko - SVK « Suomen World Vision ry « Suomen YK-liitto ry - Suomen ylioppilaskuntien liitto ry « Suomen ymparistokasvatuksen seura SYKSE ry
(2007) + Suomi Lastenkoti ry « Suomi-Chile -seura « Suomi-Dominikaaninen Tasavalta-Seura ry « Suomi-Etela-Afrikka seura ry « Suomi-Etiopia Seura « Suomi-
Gambia-yhdistys ry. « Suomi-Ghana-Seura ry « Suomi-Intia-seura ry « Suomi-Kuuba-Seura ry « Suomi-Mongolia-seura ry « Suomi-Mosambique-seura ry « Suo-
mi-Namibia seura ry « Suomi-Nepal -seura « Suomi-Nicaragua-seura ry « Suomi-Sambia seura « Suomi-Somalia seura ry « Suomi-Swazimaa-yhdistys ry « Suo-
mi-Tansania -seura « Suomi-Zimbabwe -seura - Taksvarkki ry « Tehy « Tekniikka Elamaa Palvelemaan - Tekniken i livets tjanst ry - Terve Afrikka Kehitysyhteistyo
ry « Thai-Kummit ry. - The Finnish Thai Association ry - Tiibetin Ystavat Suomessa FTF ry « Toimihenkildunioni TU ry « Toivala-Saatio - Turun Maailmankauppayh-
distys ry « Turun Maantieteellinen seura TMS ry (2007) « Turun Nicaragua-yhdistys ry « Tyynenmeren Saarten Ystavyysseura ry - PIFS « Tydvaen Sivistysliitto ry
TSL - Tahdenkantajat ry « Udoka ry « UFF U-landshjalp fran Folk till Folk i Finland rf « Uhusiano « Unioni Naisasialiitto Suomessa ry « Uusi Tuuli ry « Vaasan kehi-
tysmaakauppayhdistys - Ulandsbutiksfoéreningen i Vasa ry « Vaasan Kehitysmaaseura - U-landsforeningen i Vasa ry « Vammaisjarjestojen kehitysyhteistyoyh-
distys FIDIDA ry « Vanhustyon keskusliitto - Centralforbundet for de gamlas val « Vasemmistonuoret ry « Vesaisten Keskusliitto ry « Vienan Karjalan Ystavat ry -
Vietnam-seura ry « Vihreiden nuorten ja opiskelijoiden liitto ry « Vihread sivistysliitto ry, Grona Bildningsforbundet rf - Vdestoliitto ry « Vahemmistoryhmien
tukijarjestd OMEGA ry « WaterFinns ry - World Environment Development Werde ry - Wycliffe Raamatunkdantdjat ry - YAD Youth Against Drugs ry « Yhteiset
Lapsemme - All Our Children ry « Ymparisto ja Kehitys « Ystavien Uskonnollinen Seura Kveekarit ry « Ystavyyspalvelu - | vanskapents tjdnst « Zimbabwen Aids-
orvot ry « Aetsan Seudun Kehitysmaaseura ry « "As-snaabil” arabialaisen kulttuurin yhdistys ry (2007)

Kannatusjasenet: Alkio-Opisto « Gyllenberg Helge « Helind Rautavaaran museo - Jyvaskylan Ammattikorkeakoulun sosiaali- ja terveysalan koulutus - Kiljavan
Opisto « Kirkon Kasvatus ja nuorisotyd (KKN) « Opettajien Lahetysliitto ry « Sinerva Sirpa « Terveyden edistamisen keskus ry « Tyovaen Akatemia
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